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Rapper Scribe supports release of new commercials about gambling harm
Launch Wednesday 22 June in Porirua

Hip Hop rapper Scribe will talk about his personal struggle with gambling at the release of a new series of television commercials aimed at people at risk of gambling harm.

The commercials have been produced by the Health Sponsorship Council (HSC) as part of its campaign to encourage people to intervene when they feel a friend or family member might be getting into trouble with gambling. 

Scribe chose to speak at a community event organised by the Taeaomanino Trust in Porirua where the commercials will be aired for the first time. Nowadays Scribe limits his gambling to an occasional game of social poker with a set money limit and he’s working on a new album. 

Several years ago it was a different picture, with Scribe playing the pokies nearly every day. He realised he had a problem but stopping gambling wasn’t that easy.

“I agreed to have all access to money cut off to stop my gambling but ended up pawning two of my platinum awards and taking out loans to finance playing the pokies.”

He hit rock bottom when his partner left with the children because he couldn’t stop gambling or lying about it. He “dried out” by avoiding pokie venues, seeking support and counselling through the Gambling Helpline (0800 654 655) and spending time with family, who he had drifted away from during his gambling years.

“I’d like people out there to know there is a way out and avoid making my mistake. Talk to someone, get help early – don’t bottle it up and keep it a secret like I did,” Scribe says.

Choice not Chance Manager Hannah Crump says a key message of the new commercials is for people to take action when they suspect someone could be getting into trouble with their gambling. 

“It’s about choosing to take action early, not leaving it to chance.”

Mrs Crump encourages people to initiate a conversation about gambling or access free support through the gambling helpline (0800 654 655).

Taeaomanino Trust Problem Gambling Service Coordinator Louis Smith says hosting the launch with Oratoa Mauriora Problem Gambling Service is an opportunity to engage a wider representation from government and community. 

“We are concerned with the harm gambling has on some of our Maori and Pacific families. We know gambling addictions can be hidden. People do not have a good understanding of the negative impact it is has on the livelihood of people in the area, including our young people,” Mr Smith says. 


Media are welcome to attend the launch. 

WHERE: Wesley Community Action Centre, Loongana Street (off Niagara Street), Waitangirua, Porirua
WHEN: 10am

For more Information
	Penny St John
Landline: (04) 472 5777
Mobile: 027 687 3123
penny@hsc.org.nz



Background information

What is the Taeaomanino Trust?
The Taeaomanino Trust is based in Porirua and offers social services aimed at Pacific peoples, including gambling education and intervention. 

Who is responsible for Choice not Chance?
The Health Sponsorship Council (HSC) runs Choice not Chance. The campaign’s goal is to reduce harmful gambling by encouraging people to identify risky gambling and make positive changes early. This work complements and supports other regional and national initiatives aimed at reducing gambling harm.

What is the campaign about?
The campaign will help identify risky gambling behaviour and encourage friends and family to talk to someone whose gambling is becoming an issue. The three advertisements focus on three different scenarios - a pregnant couple, an extended family and a workplace.  

Why do we need a campaign like this in New Zealand?
The NZ Health Survey 2006/07 showed that .4 percent of adult New Zealanders (13,000 people) met the criteria for problem gambling and 1.3 percent (41,000 people) were moderate risk gamblers. While most people gamble without any negative effects, the Survey showed about 54,000 New Zealanders were gambling at levels likely to be leading to negative consequences.

To find out more about gambling issues visit problemgambling.org.nz 
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